
STEP BY STEP 
 1.  c (cat) 
 2.  a (apple) 
 3.  t (tiger) 
 4.  d (dog) 
 5.  g (gate) 
 6.  s (sun) 
 7.  f (fish) 
 8.  m (moon) 
 9.  p (pumpkin)
 10. l (lion) 
 11.  The Word: a 
  Capital A 
  Use of Capitals and  
  Periods in Sentences
 12.   h (hammer) 
 13.  n (nest) 
 14.  The Word: 
 15.  Plural s 
 16.  Capital N
  Capitals for Names

BOOK 1: PALS 
 17.  Red Word: is 
 18.  Red Word: the
 19.  Capital T 
 20.  Capital D 
 21.  j (jet) 
 22.  b (boat) 
 23.  r (robot) 
 24.  Red Word: to 
 25.  v (valentine) 
 26.  s = /z/ (tags) 
  Capital J 
 27.  Possessive s 
 28.  y- (yarn) 
 29.  Red Words: you, your 
 30.  Capital Y 
 31.  Capital S 
 32.  Capital P
        s (verb form) 
 33.  Red Word: said

   PROFICIENCY TEST #1 

BOOK 2: FUN IN THE SUN  
 34.  i (igloo) 
 35.  w (waffle) 
 36.  Capital F
 37.  -x (box) 
 38.  Question Marks
 39.  Red Word: of 
 40.  Capital C 
 41.  k (kite) 

 42.  z (zebra) 
 43.  Capital H 
 44.  u (umbrella) 
 45.  Capital B 
 46.  -ve (give) 
  Capital G 
 47.  qu (quilt) 
 48.  Red Word: are 
 49.  Capital U 
 50.  Red Word: they 
 51.  Capital R
   Red Word: put
 52.  Capital M  

 PROFICIENCY TEST #2 

BOOK 3:  LET’S GO 
 53.  o (octopus) 
 54.  Red Word: was 
  Capital W 
 55.  e (elephant) 
 56.  Suffix: -ing 
 57.  Capital L 
 58.  Red Word: from 
  Capital K 
 59.  Capital O
  Final: -ll  
 60.  Capital E
  Final: -ff   
 61.  Final: -ss   
  Red Word: were 
 62.  Capital Z
  -ck (for reading 
  only)
 63.  Capital Qu 
  Final Double Consonants  
 64.  Capital V 
 65.  Red Word: very
  Suffix: -ed = /t/ (for  
  reading only)
 66.  Compound Words
 67.  th (thin)
 68.  Red Word: do
 69.  Two-Letter Words (go)  
  (Long Vowel) 
 70.  ch (check)
 71.  Red Word: goes
 72.  -tch (for reading only)
 73.  -y (fly)
 74.  Titles: Mr./Mrs. (for 
  reading only) 

PROFICIENCY TEST #3 

BOOK 4: CAMP HILLTOP
 75.  sh (ship)
 76.  Contractions
 77.  Red Words: don’t, won’t
 78.  -ang (gang), -ong (song)
 79.  -ing (ring)
 80.  -ung (rungs)
  Red Word: school
 81.  Syllable Division: VCCV
 82.  Suffix: -es
 83.  -lf (elf), -nd (hand)
 84.  Red Word: who
 85.  -nt (tent)

PROFICIENCY TEST #4

 86.  Suffix: -er (doer suffix)
 87.  -ank (bank), -ink (pink),
  -unk (trunk)
 88.  -st (west)
 89.  Suffix: -er (more)
 90.  -sk (mask), -ft (gift)
 91. -er (as in after) for reading 
  only
 92.  Suffix: -ed = / d/
 93. Red Word: want
 94.  -lt (belt), -lk (milk)
 95.  -mp (stamp)
 96.  Suffix: -ed = /t/

PROFICIENCY TEST #5

BOOK 5: STAND BY ME
 97. Open & Closed Syllables
 98. pl- (plant)
  Red Word: what
 99.  gl- (glass)
 100.  bl- (black)
 101.  Red Words: one, done,
  none
 102.  cl- (clock)
  Red Word: there
 103.  -ar (star)
 104.  sl- (sleep)
  Red Words: some, come
 105.  Suffix: -est
 106.  fl- (flag)
 107.  sm- (smile), sn- (snail)
 108.  sp- (spot), 
  spl- (splash)
 109.  or (corn)
 110.  R-Controlled Syllables
 111.  -all (ball)
112.  st- (stop) 
  Red Word: off

PROFICIENCY TEST #6

Instructional Sequence

READING
PROGRAM

READING
PROGRAM

READING
PROGRAM



 113. Syllable Division: VCV
 114.  Red Word: where
 115.  Suffix: -ed = /d/
 116.  sk- (skunk)
 117.  sw- (swing)
  Red Words: walk, talk
 118.  tw- (twelve) 
119.  Red Word: two
 120.  tr- (truck)
  str- (straw)
 121.  cr- (crab), 
  scr- (screw)
 122. fr- (frog)
123    Red Word: friend  
 124.  dr- (drum)
 125.  gr- (green)
 126.  br- (brush)
 127.  pr- (pretzel), 
  spr- (spring)
 128.  Red Word: full
 129.  Suffixes: -ful, -less

PROFICIENCY TEST #7

 BOOK 6: ARE WE THERE YET?
 130.  a-e (snake) 
 131.  Silent e Rule  
   (a-e Root Words)
 132.  Red Words: could, would
  should 
 133.  i-e (nine) 
 134.  Silent e Rule
  (i-e Root Words)
 135.  wh- (whale) 
 136.  Red Word: their 
  Homonyms: their, there  
 137.  o-e (bone) 
 138.  u-e (mule) 
  Red Word: sure 
 139.  e-e (these) 
  Red Word: because 
 140.  Silent e Syllables 

 PROFICIENCY TEST #8 

 141.  ai (rain)
 142.  Spelling Choices a-e/ai
 143.  Homonyms: ai/a-e 
 144.  -ay (gray) 
  Red Word: says 
 145.  ee (feet) 
  Red Word: been 
 146.  there (in that place)
 147.  ea (leaf) 
 148.  Spelling Choices ee/ea
 149. Homonyms: Long e 
  Red Word: does  
150.  oa (boat) Homonyms:  
  road, rode 

 151.  ow (snow) 
 152.  Vowel Team Syllables 
 153.  -ck (for spelling)
 154.  igh (light)  
 155.  Suffix: -y 
 156.  -y (as in candy)  
  Red Word: pretty
157.  Suffix: -ly 
  Red Word: only 
 158.  a (as in asleep)
  Red Words: again, against
159.  -tch (for spelling) 
160.  -ore (store) 
  
  PROFICIENCY TEST #9 

 BOOK 7: TAKE FLIGHT* 
 161.  -et (as in basket)
  Red Words: woman, women 
 162.  Doubling Rule  
 163.  -ore (store) 
 164.  Soft c (as in ice) 
 165.  -ce (as in dance)  
  Red Word: once 
 166.  Syllable Division:  
  VCCCV  
  Red Word: laugh 
 167.  Special Syllable Endings  
	 	 -ble,	-fle,	-gle,	-kle	
 168.  Special Syllable Endings 
  -dle, -ple, -tle, -zle  
  Red Word: people 
 169.  Soft g (as in magic)  
  for reading only 
 170.  -dge  
  Red Words: build, built 
 171.  Twin Consonants  
  for spelling only 
 172.  -age (as in cabbage)
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 173.  -ild (as in child) 
  -ind (as in kind) 
 174.  -old (as in cold) 
  -ost (as in most) 
  -olt (as in colt)
 175.  er (fern)  
  Red Words: any, many 
 176.  wr- (wrist) 
177.  Multisyllable Root Words 
 178.  eigh (eight) 
 179.  ur (purple) 
	180.		 kn-	(knee)		
181.  ir (bird)
 182.  ou (cloud) 
 183.  ow (brown) 
 184.  al- (as in almost)  

  Red Word: together 
 185.  w (or) (as in work )
 186.  w (ar) (as in warm)  
  Red Word: water  
 PROFICIENCY TEST #11 

 BOOK 8: BREAK THROUGH* 
 187.  -rr (as in arrow) 
 188.  o (as in love)  
  Red Word: father 
 189.  ea (feather) 
 190.  Y Rule   
  Red Word: buy 
	191.		 ea	(steak)	
 192.  -ear (earth) 
 193.  au (faucet) for reading only 
 194.  aw (saw) 
195.  oo (moon) 
 196.  Adding s to y words 
	197.		 oo	(book)	 
  Red Word: half 
 198.  ie (chief), ie (pie) 
 199.  oi (poison) 
 200.  oy (boy) 

PROFICIENCY TEST #12 

 201.  aught (as in caught) 
  for reading only  
  ought (as in bought)  
  for reading only 
 202.  Red Words:  
  rough, tough, enough 
 203.  ue (blue)  
	 	 Days	of	the	Week	 
  Red Word: Wednesday 
 204.  gu- (as in guitar) 
 205.  -tion (as in fraction) 
 206.  Silent Letters
 207.  ew (news)
 208.  ou (soup), ui (fruit) 
  for reading only
 209.  Months of the Year
210.  -sion (as in vision) 
  for reading only
211.  -sion (as in mansion)  
  for reading only
 212.  -ain (as in mountain)
 213.  -ture (as in picture)
 214.  Red Words: ocean, island
 215.  ph (phone) for reading only
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* Merrill Reader. Published by McGraw Hill www.mheducation.com


